Minutes of Business Meeting of the Statistical Consulting Section, American Statistical Association 

The Joint Statistical Meetings in Miami, FL, Tuesday, Aug 2, 2011 at 5:30-7:30pm
Minutes by Brenda Gillespie, Secretary/Treasurer

Attendance:  55 total, including 15 CNSL section officers and 40 others (all listed below).  Of the 40 non-officer attendees, only 8 (20%) attended in 2010, indicating lots of turn-over in attendees from year to year.  Overall attendance this year was higher than in 2010, e.g., there were only 30 non-officer attendees in 2010.
Jamie Grady called the meeting to order ~5:30pm.   
Brenda Gillespie gave the Treasurer's report.  
· The section’s financial situation is stable; revenues and expenses are approximately equal (~$5000).

· Membership decreased slightly this year, but is still much higher than the years before 2006 (prior to the policy of free one-year trial section memberships).  

Rick Ittenbach reported on the CNSL program at this year's JSM (see newsletter for details), and encouraged all to attend the remaining Wednesday and Thursday sessions.  
· Our numbers of sessions this year were similar to last year in Vancouver.

· Travel awards were presented to Bill Grant and Chris Swearingen, who received hearty applause.
· The deadline for submission of ideas for next year's invited sessions is September 7, 2011; decisions will be made by September 30.

· Jon Mahnken (Program Chair - elect) will send the request for topic contributed sessions this fall.  Session ideas need to be approved by the Program Chair (jmahnken@kumc.edu) prior to submission of the abstracts.  CNSL members submitting topic contributed session ideas will be considered for travel awards.
· Nan Hu (Program Chair-elect-elect) is responsible for Roundtable topic planning for the coming year.  Roundtables can be used as a testing ground for possible future invited or topic contributed sessions.
The program for the winter Statistical Practice conference was discussed.  The program will be online soon at amstat.org.  This year, all talks are invited, but posters can be contributed.  There will be several tutorials and short courses.  Questions can be addressed to Phil Scinto (phil.scinto@lubrizol.com)
Chris Swearingen gave the Newsletter report.  

· Chris Holloman completed his final CNSL newsletter for Winter 2011.   Chris Swearingen did his first newsletter for Summer 2011.

· All were encouraged to submit articles or notes for the Newsletter.  

· Possible newsletter topics were discussed, including summaries of the CNSL email banter.
Jamie announced the new officers:

Marlene Egger (Chair-elect-elect), Ann Lazar (Sec/Treas-elect), Nan Hu (Program Chair-elect-elect), and 
 Margaret Nemeth (At Large Rep)
Chuck Kincaid gave the Webmaster's report

· All seemed happy with the website information and ease of use. 
Marlene Egger and Ray Hoffman gave the report from the Council of Sections (COS) meeting

· There is a new section on Statistics in Imaging. 

· Six e-posters were done this year.  It is an interesting new technology, but is currently fairly expensive.  There was discussion exploring interest in making a section contribution toward e-posters in the future. 
Nominating Committee report (Todd Nick, Chair)

· Todd solicited nominations for the open positions next year (Chair-elect, COS rep, At Large rep, Publication Officer).  (See the CNSL section website at www.amstat.org for officer duties.)  The slate is due November 15, 2011.  Email toddgnick@gmail.com.
· There was a suggestion to add more statisticians from non-academic settings, and maybe also more statistics (rather than biostat) expertise to the Executive Committee to represent a broader range of consultants (eg, independent/private consultants, from CRO’s etc). Current officers are predominantly biostatisticians from academic health science centers.  
Jennifer Schumi gave the Publications report
· She posted CNSL items in Amstat News in the past year, and will post in the November issue about the CNSL travel awards.  
· A new prize for Contributed talks was discussed.  (Email discussion subsequent to the meeting came to consensus over a $500 award for the best contributed talk in one of the CNSL-primary-sponsored sessions.  The winner need not be a section member.  Jennifer will explore whether it is feasible to give a year of section membership as part of the prize.)  Brenda noted that if this award is annual, it will result in eroding the section's savings over time.  This issue will be discussed at the meeting next year in 2012.
Door Prizes:

· Raffle draws were scattered throughout the meeting.   Many books, gift certificates, t-shirts, etc. were won. 
· Jamie got contributions from Exhibiters for these door prizes.  (Thanks, Jamie!)   

Rick thanked Jamie for his service as Chair this year.  Ralph thanked Rick for his service as Program Chair.  The meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:00pm.
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